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 Conditional FERC acceptance for 
Marketplace in hand, SPP plans next steps 

 Martket Trials Connectivity Test 
preparations open November 9 

 Approaching Marketplace milestones lead 
to record Settlements conference 
attendance 

Key Dates: 

 November 12, 2012: Market Trials 
Connectivity Test/Data Exchange 
Certification execution begins (TCR only) 

 December 10, 2012: Market Trials 
Structured/Unstructured Approach 
published 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Market Trials MP guide, 
Registration tools, ICCP materials 

The Integrated Marketplace 
Market Trials TCR Market 
Participant Guide now 
includes Structured Testing 
details (Appendix A: TCR 
Market Trials Structured 
Testing Guide). The guide is 
in the Market Trials project 
folder. Contact the Market 
Trials team with questions. 

Registration has posted a 
Testing Guide, External Test 
Scripts, and a Testing 
Scorecard to its project folder 
in advance of the Model 
Change Submission Tool’s 
connectivity testing, which 
began October 29. 
Registration liaisons were 
encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the 
documents before external 
testing began. Contact the 
Registration team with 
questions. 

The ICCP workstream has 
posted zip files with versions 
1.0 of the AGC Integration 
Guide and the ICCP Handbook 
and accompanying Q&A to its 
project folder. Both zip files 
are encrypted and require 
passwords; please call your 
Customer Service 
representative for the 
password. Any future changes 
will be presented to the 
Change Working Group for 
impact assessment. Contact 
the ICCP team with questions. 

An updated Sandbox User’s 
Guide is now available in the 
Marketplace Sandbox project 
folder. URLs were corrected 
for some TCR functions: TCR 
Market, TCR Secondary 
Market, and TCR Auction. 

A high-level process for 
Integrated Marketplace-
related digital certificates has 
been posted in the 
Marketplace’s program folder. 

A document explaining the 
Request Management 
System’s (RMS) Local Security 
Administrator roles and 
responsibilities has been 
posted to the RMS project 
folder. Submit any questions 
to Don Martin in Customer 
Relations. 
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Conditional FERC acceptance for Marketplace in hand, SPP plans next steps 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has given its conditional acceptance to the 
Integrated Marketplace. FERC’s approval is an important milestone for the Marketplace program – 
but hardly the last. 

“This is a great milestone, and a testament to all the hard work, particularly with those working 
with the Market Design and Regulatory teams,” program director Sam Ellis told Marketplace staff. 
“Now, we have to build on that effort by working with our vendors and members to incorporate 
the order’s conditions into the Integrated Marketplace.” 

FERC issued its conditional acceptance of the Marketplace October 18. More formally, it accepted 
“(SPP’s) proposal to revise its Open Access Transmission Tariff to implement an Integrated 
Marketplace.” 

"This is a very important order," FERC Commissioner Philip Moeller was quoted as saying when the 
proposal was approved during FERC's monthly public meeting. Moeller also recognized SPP staff’s 
hard work and the major step forward for SPP’s footprint. 

FERC said it found the proposed Marketplace “to be just and reasonable, as modified, subject to 
conditions established in the order.” The order requires SPP: 

 To make compliance filings “to revise the Tariff or provide additional information as 
necessary.” 

 To submit “readiness and reversion plans” – among others – “before market start-up to 
ensure a timely start to the new market.” 

 And to make an informational filing 15 months after the Integrated Marketplace’s launch. 

SPP’s regulatory and legal staff has been poring over the 221-page order to determine Tariff 
changes, system changes, and member impacts. An initial compliance filing, which will go through 
SPP’s stakeholder process, is due in January 2013. The Market Working Group has scheduled a 
November 2 conference call to discuss staff findings and next steps; that call has been opened to 
other working groups affected by the order. 

“Everyone will be engaged in the process of determining what changes need to be made,” said SPP 
Regulatory’s Patti Kelly. 

 

Market Trials Connectivity Test preparations open November 9 

MPs have a full list of activities to complete before November 9 – at least for those participating in 
TCR (Transmission Congestion Rights) Market Trials. Participants choosing to skip the TCR Market 
Trials face a later deadline of December 21. 

http://www.spp.org/section.asp?pageID=143
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Those participating in the TCR Market Trials should complete the following activities by November 
9: 

 Initiate Local Security Administrator (LSA) and User/Application Certificate Setup with SPP 
Customer Relations. 

 Schedule two-hour test appointments for Accelerated TCR Testing and Connectivity 
Testing. 

 Establish and test firewall access to SPP’s primary production site, using stubbed 
Application Programming Interfaces (APIs). 

 Return populated Connectivity Test Checklist. 
o Twenty-nine of 61 registered MPs have yet to submit their connectivity checklists. 

This is a critical piece of Connectivity Test Preparation, and members will not be 
able to schedule testing appointments until their checklists are submitted. 

Full details are in the Market Participant Guides in the Market Trials folder. 

Approaching Marketplace milestones lead to record Settlements conference 
attendance 

SPP’s Fall Settlements User Conference attracted a record 118 registrants – both members and 
SPP staff – October 9-11 at the Corporate Center. It wasn’t an accident. 

“We increased outreach on our part,” said Kim Farris, who has led the team that has put on the 
last few Settlements conferences.  

The Settlements Customer Care teams took every opportunity during conversations with members 
to pitch the bi-annual conference. Feedback was gathered from members to set the agenda. 
Electronic newsletters and flyers were distributed. Calls were made and emails blasted out. 

Previous conferences have drawn as many as 70 registrants, meaning this fall’s resulted in about a 
65% increase. The new Corporate Center was one draw, but so was the impending delivery of 
Integrated Marketplace systems. 

“A lot of people wanted to see the new building, but as we get closer to Market Trials, the 
members are interested in learning as much as they can about the Integrated Marketplace,” Kim 
said. “They wanted something more conceptual, so we demonstrated as much as we could of the 
systems we’re working on from the participants’ perspective.” 

The member-driven agenda was built around a day in the life of a settlements analyst, leading the 
attendees from meter-data submittal to filing disputes. The conference also delved into the 
Marketplace’s readiness efforts, detailed explanations of the 55 settlements charge types, and the 
new Request Management System. 

A three-person panel comprised of representatives from OG&E, Tenaska Energy, and Xcel Energy 
shared their experiences from other markets and offered advice to their fellow participants. 

http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=2479&pageID=27


“Testing is your best friend, no two ways about it,” said Xcel Energy’s Bill Olson. “Try to break your 
systems during testing. If you can find the issues and resolve them during the testing timeframe, 
then there will be a lot fewer headaches down the road.” 

A heat map of the 
Integrated Marketplace’s 
key systems and their 
status has been added to 
the Marketplace’s 
Readiness Center. 

The Marketplace’s 
Escalated Issues List is now 
available on the program’s 
project folder. Contact Jim 
Gunnell with any questions. 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Readiness Center 

 SPP Customer Relations 
(questions@SPP.org) 

 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 
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